Evening Worship
April 1, 2021
Maundy Thursday

While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be recording services. The
following is an order of service that you can use to follow along with the recorded service, or use to read and reflect
on your own. The service will be posted on the church’s Facebook page, on YouTube, and will be linked to the MPC
website, www.mpchurch.net. Thank you for your cooperation and patience during this challenging time.

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19

| love the Lorp, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore | will call on him as long as | live.
What shall | return to the Lorp
for all his bounty to me?
| will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lorb,
| will pay my vows to the Lorb
in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lorp
is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lorp, | am your servant;
| am your servant, the child of your serving girl.
You have loosed my bonds.
| will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the Lorb.
| will pay my vows to the Lorp
in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lorb,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lorp!

Let us worship God.


https://youtu.be/LqxD8TysNdE
http://www.mpchurch.net/

FIRST READING John 13:1-17

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.
And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe,
and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not
know now what | am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are
clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not
all of you are clean.”

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what | have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are
right, for that is what | am. So if |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For | have set you an example, that you also should do as |
have done to you. Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION

Even among Jesus’ closest disciples, not all were clean. On this night of al nights, we confess
the ways we disappoint, deny, and even betray Jesus, our Teacher and Lord. Our confession of
sin is made in the sure knowledge that Jesus is able to wash us in forgiveness and love.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, you have called us to serve others as Christ has served us. We confess that we have
not followed Christ’s example as fully or as often as we should. We turn away from people in
need. True humility eludes us, and we hide our own vulnerability before others. You have
commanded us to love one another as you have loved us. We confess that we do not love so
generously.

Gathered this evening, we confess that we are capable of betraying you and one another, no
less than the first disciples. Forgive us, merciful God, and cleanse us of all our sin; then guide
our feet to walk with you always. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.



Silence is kept
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Beloved, on the night he was betrayed, Jesus knelt down to wash the feet of his disciples—even
the disciple who would betray him. So too does Jesus kneel down to wash us of all
unrighteousness. In the waters of baptism you were claimed; in these waters may you know
you are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

The minister pours water into a bowl on the Communion Table. Worshippers in the sanctuary
are invited to come forward and wash their hands in the water. Worshippers at home are
encouraged to do the same thing with a bowl! nearby.

SPECIAL MUSIC O My God, Bestow Thy Tender Mercy Joyce Counts, Sue Poulos

O, my God, bestow Thy tender mercy, blot out my transgressions, cleanse my sin.
O God, bestow Thy tender love, Restore me, forgive me, uphold me,
From all my sins, O hide Thy face.

O my God, bestow Thy tender mercy, cleanse my sin, restore the joy, forgive me.
Restore me, forgive me, uphold me.

O God, hear me, O, my God, bestow Thy tender mercy.
Cleanse my sin, restore me, forgive me, uphold me,
O God, hear me. | cry to Thee,
Hear Thou my prayer, Cast me not away. Take not Thy Holy spirit from me.
Open Thou my lips, my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

SECOND READING Exodus 12:1-14

The Lorp said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole congregation
of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of

it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from
the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled
congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it
on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter

herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs,
and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until



the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lorp. For
| will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land
of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: |
am the Lorp. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lorp;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The Word of God for the people of God!
Thanks be to God!

SERMON Rev. Ben Shaw

THIRD READING Mark 14:17-25

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and were
eating, Jesus said, “Truly | tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They
began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It
is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes
as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been better for that one not to have been born.”

While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to
them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it
to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, | will never again drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when | drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is right, Creator...love and glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

You are holy...Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God...now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

HYMN Go to Dark Gethsemane 220v. 1-3
Printed on last page of bulletin

FOURTH READING Mark 14:26-50

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them,
“You will all become deserters; for it is written,

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’

But after | am raised up, | will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though all
become deserters, | will not.” Jesus said to him, “Truly | tell you, this day, this very night, before
the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said vehemently, “Even though |
must die with you, | will not deny you.” And all of them said the same.

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” He
took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said
to them, “l am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might
pass from him. He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me;
yet, not what | want, but what you want.” He came and found them sleeping; and he said to
Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that
you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And



again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he came and found
them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. He
came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The
hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going.
See, my betrayer is at hand.”

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him
away under guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” and kissed
him. Then they laid hands on him and arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his
sword and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to them, “Have
you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though | were a bandit? Day after day |
was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But let the scriptures be
fulfilled.” All of them deserted him and fled.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
STRIPPING THE CHANCEL

Silently the worshippers assembled in the sanctuary remove, one by one, items from the
chancel. These include the communion elements, the pitcher and font, paraments on the pulpit,
all remaining tablecloths, the cross, and the candle. Last of all, the Bible is slammed shut and
carried out of the room. This is all to symbolize the things Jesus loses in his last day—starting
with his friends, then his dignity, and ultimately his life.

The service ends in darkness and silence.



JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

220

Go to Dark Gethsemane
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The composer intended this tune for “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” (no. 438), but its solemn tone and small

range make it an effective setting for this series of somber vignettes portraying what Christians can learn
from Christ: to pray, to bear the cross, to die, and to rise.




