SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
March 6, 2022
First Sunday of Lent

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

* CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Glory to you, O God:

All: For you won victory over death, raising Jesus from the grave and giving us eternal life.
Leader: Glory to you, O Christ:

All: For us and for our salvation you overcame death and opened the gate to everlasting life.
Leader: Glory to you, O Holy Spirit:

All: You lead us into the truth.

Leader: Glory to you, O blessed Trinity, now and forever. Let us worship God.

SPECIAL MUSIC | Want Jesus to Walk with Me

CALL TO CONFESSION
The grace of God overflows for us through Jesus Christ, who came into the world to save sinners. Trusting
in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from
you and turned aside from your way. We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves as pure when we
are stained, and great when we are small. We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored your
truth.

Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin. Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.

We reflect silently on the ways we have fallen short.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Amen. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven. Thanks be to God!

GLORIA PATRI Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 582
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Gracious God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, quicken our understanding that we may receive the
testimony of Scripture and believe in the signs that reveal your presence. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.



FIRST READING John 11:17-29
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary
stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said
to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, |
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.

The Word of God for the people of God!

Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM A Lenten Prayer Joyce Counts, Susie
Lewis,
Sue Poulos, Steve Thiel
SECOND READING John 11:30-44

Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come
and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against

it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there
is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake
of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE Rev. Ben Shaw



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE CALL TO OFFERING
Per COVID-19 safety measures, we will not pass the offering plate for some time. As you feel called, you
may leave your offering in the plate in the Gathering Room or donate online at MPChurch.net.

DOXOLOGY
In place of singing aloud, we encourage you to ponder God'’s blessings in your life as the music plays.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
... And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO TABLE

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING



The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give thanks and praise, O God...to sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks and praise...now and always. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
As you are able, please wait to consume the bread and juice, that we might partake together.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*HYMN Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days 166
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

with you all this day, and unto your life eternal. Amen.

POSTLUDE



