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 SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 13, 2020

The Third Sunday of Advent

While in-person Worship services are suspended, Montgomery Presbyterian Church will be recording services. The 
following is an order of service that you can use to follow along with the recorded service, or use to read and reflect on 
your own. The service will be posted on the church’s Facebook page, on YouTube, and will be linked to the MPC 
website, www.mpchurch.net.  Thank you for your cooperation and patience during this challenging time.

PRELUDE Of the Father’s Love Begotten

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Elder of the Month: Pam Koester, 322-8810
 Deacon of the Month: Sue Poulos, 376-1623

                                                                          
CALL TO WORSHIP
Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God.
And our spirits rejoice in you.
We will praise you as long as we live.
We will sing praises to you our whole lives long.
We will not trust in the powerful of this world,
But will trust in you–Creator of heaven and earth,
the One who gives food to the hungry,
the One who enacts justice for the oppressed.
Our souls proclaim your greatness, O God
As we worship you in this place,
As we light these candles in hope, peace, and joy.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
We light the Advent candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; Psalm 96
let all creation sing for joy at the coming of the Lord.

We light this candle in hope.
The Lord of hosts is coming to restore us; Psalm 80
God’s face will shine, and we will be saved.

We light this candle in peace.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; Psalm 85
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

https://youtu.be/xX_s20p8yUk
http://www.mpchurch.net/


We light this candle in joy.
When the Lord restores our lives, Psalm 126
we will be like those who dream; 
those who sow in tears will reap with shouts of joy.

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy to the upright in heart. Psalm 97
Rejoice in the Lord! Give thanks to God’s holy name.

HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come GTG 102, v. 1-3

Savior of the nations, come;
virgin’s son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heaven and earth,
that the Lord chose such a birth.

From God’s heart the Savior speeds;
back to God his pathway leads;

out to vanquish death’s command;
back to reign at God’s right hand.

Now your manger, shining bright,
hallows night with newborn light.

Night cannot this light subdue;
let our faith shine ever new.

PRAYER
Holy God of Joy,
We rejoice in the reality of who you are.
We live within the joy of your love for us.
Our contentment comes and goes.
Our happiness ebbs and flows.
Our feelings depend upon our circumstances,
our physical health, our brain chemistry.
But our joy is deeply rooted
in our identity as your beloved children.
And we give you thanks. Amen.

Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION Isaiah 64:6-9
Old habits and new wrongs wear ruts through our lives and relationships.  But God is able to 
restore us.  Like water coursing through a desert, the waters of baptism flow through us, 
reminding us that we belong to God and are raised to new life.  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God.
The very ones you favor, we too often ignore or ridicule.
The ones you knock off their pedestals,
we admire and emulate.
We are so focused on having more and more,
we risk being sent away empty. 

Forgive us, Mighty God,
and look with grace upon us.
We would live secure in your love;
we would be the ones of peace for our world,
we would seek to do your will,
as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
in whose name we pray.

Silence is kept

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great things for us!  Even if we have gone out in tears, God 
brings us home shouting for joy.  Thanks be to God: we are forgiven!

HYMN     My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout            GTG, 100

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,

And my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,

So from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain:  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn!

2. Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.



Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn,

You will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn.

Refrain

3. From the halls of power to the fortress tower,
not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears
every tyrant from his throne.

The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;

There are tables spread, every mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn.

Refrain

4. Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:

God’s mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.

This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,

‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around.

Refrain

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy One, giver of life and light, as your word is read and proclaimed, illumine our hearts and 
minds, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our lives may reflect God’s glory.   Amen.

FIRST READING          Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion-- to give
them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 
display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair 
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.



For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known
among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole 
being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SPECIAL MUSIC To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary

SECOND READING       Luke 1:46-55
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE          Rev. Ben Shaw

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



… And now hear as we pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts

as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BLESSING AND CHARGE
And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all this day, and unto your life eternal.  Amen.  

POSTLUDE People, Look East


